competitiveness and economic wellbeing has led to a worldwide interest among policy makers to look for strategies that enhance regional economic growth (Corona et al. 2006) . It is now widely believed that incubation platforms play a key role to stimulate the development of innovative business climate at the regional level. Especially, to cope with the prevailing global economy challenges, incubation platforms are seen as effective vehicles of job creation (Abetti, 2004) and tools to initiate and revitalize industries and regions (Aaboen, 2009) and they have emerged as one of 'the mainstays of high technology industrial development' (Oakey 2012) Conceptually, incubators hold out to connect science, technology, education, knowledge, entrepreneurial talent and capital (Smilor & Gill 1986 , Mian, 1996 . They are embedded in a regional ecosystem composed of key stakeholders such as industrial clusters, universities, colleges, research labs, banks and investors. Thereby, incubators are mechanisms that are uniquely considered to be providing important links in the entrepreneurial value chain at the national and/or regional level (Phan et al, 2005) . As hybrid organizations they are often established through collaboration among university, industry and governmental entities, and serve to promote technology diffusion into the local economy (Etzkowitz, et al., 2005) . 
